- Approved For Release 2008/03/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007200040001-0

CLASSIFICATION € C-N-F-I-D-G-B-T.I..-L
- CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

. REPOR'#
INFORMATION REPORT  ¢pm..o

- 25X1
COUNTRY USSR (Azerbaydzhan SSR) DATE DISTR. 2/, Juns 1955
SUBJECT ¢ nstruction of Single-Track Branch Line NO. OF PAGES ;
South from Alebecshly in Azerbaydzban )
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIRED (LSTED BELOW) 25X1
o, ol AL Na tin o Mlear s el
DATE OF ) oA 70
INFO. P .o
,4. - . “‘.-,c_»!.,on
. Ve " gt @ & - ’ ': ‘..
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
1. Attached is being forwarded au received. 25X1
2. Dashkesan is located at N 40-30, E 46-0k.
25X1
25X1
CLASSIFICATION c-o-mF-I-D_-E-n-T-LA—L
STATE ¥ s¢] NSRS DISTRIBUTION
ARNY k % LTSN O I I R 25X1.

.

i Approved For Release 2008/03/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007200040001-0



Approved For Release 2008/03/05 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007200040001-0 25X1

CLASSIFICATIQN SUMF I DENTTAL
- USSR
COUNTRY —. ‘ REPORT
Railroad Lines in the Cgusasus Area
_ TOPIC 55X 1
EVALUATION PLACE NRTAINER 25X1_
DATE OF CONTENT—.
27 Nay 1955 25X1
DATE OBTAINED DATE PREPARED
REFERENCES
PAGES —2 ___ENCLOSURES (NO. & TYPE)
This is UNEVALUATED Information
REMARKS [ J 25X 1
25X1
25X1

1. A single track branch railroad line originating at Alabashly (40°4l'N/46°18'E),
about 10 km northwest of Kirovobad on the Tbiblisi -~ Baku main railroad line,
was under construction in September 1947. The branch line extended toward the
south. The railroad embankment had a firm stone packing, and the wooden ties
were embedded in ballast. The rails laid were new, about 20 meters long and
of American origin. Rails were fastened to ties by means of nails. Railroad
stations on the new branch line were provided with 4 to 6 passing sidings.

The line ran through valleys about half-way up the slopes, probably in order
to avoid flood damages during the spring thaw. The construction of the
railroad line necessitated extensive blasting operations. The line had several
bridges which were about 30 meters long, 3 meters wide, and from 8 to 10
meters high. A macadam road which ran parallel to the railroad line was

being built simultanedusly. The railroad line had many steep grades, and
trains operating on the completed section of the line for the hagling of
construction materials consisted only of 4 to 6 freight cars. Locomotives

in use were fired with coal and oil. PWs employed for the construction of

the line believed that the railroad line was built in connection with rich

ore deposits in the mountains south of Kirovobad. It was also believed that
the line was to be extended as far as Lake Sevan and the Turkish frontier. 1

2. During a train ride from the Black Sea to Agzerbaijan, it was observed that
the Poti- Tbilisi - Kirobobad railroad line was double-track. Electric

locomotives operated between Poti and Tbilisi while oil fired locomotives
operated between Tbilisi and Kirovobad. 2 25X1

1. Comment. The branch line observed under construction undoubtedly is
the Alabashly - Bayan (40033'N/46°O9'E) - Dashkezan (?) - Basargeshar (4OOIO‘N/45°43'E:
-Ararat (39054'N/44059'E) railroad line. Press reports indicated that the
northern section ol this line which probably extended as far as Dashkezan has
been put in operation. The further course of this line along lake Sevan as
far as Ararat, which is on the Yerevan - Tabriz railroad line, is unclear. 25X1
It wags previously ki..own that the Soviets intended to build & north-south
railroad connection to the Turkish frontier.
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Comment. 'the Poti-Tbilisi
railroad line is single-track and operated electrically. It is
possible that the line has been double tracked in the meantime; it
is doubted, however, if double tracking was completed by September
1947 | The Tbilisi - Baku line section is double

tracked, but the section has been electrified like the Poti - Tbilisi
line section.

CONFIDENTIAL
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1. A single track branch railroad line originating at Alabashly (40°41'H/46°18'E),
about 10 km northwest of Kirovobad on the Tbi_ lisi - Baku main railroad line,
was under construction in September 1947. The branch line extended toward the
south. The railroad embankment had a firm stone packing, and the wooden ties
were embedded in ballast. The rails laid were new, about 20 meters long and
of American origin. Rails were fastened to ties by means of nails. Railroad
statious on the new branch line were provided with 4 to 6 passing sidings.
fhe line ran through valleys about half-way up the slopes, probably in order
to avoid flood dacages during the spring thaw. The construction of the
railroad line necessitated extensive blasting operations. Tae line had several
bridzes which were about 30 meters long, 3 meters wide, and from 8 to 10
meters 1izh. A macadam road which ran parallel to the railroad line was
beinz built simultanecusly. The railroad line had many steep grades, and
trains operating on the completed section of the line for the hauling of
construction materials consisted only of 4 to 6 freight cars. Locomotives
in use were fired with coal and oil. P%s employed for the construction of
the line believed that the railroad line was built in connection with rich
ore deposits in the mountains south of Kirovobad. It was also believed that
the line was to be extended as far as Lake Sevan and the Turkish frontier. 1

2. During a train ride from the Black Sea to Agerbaijan, it was observed that
the Poti- Thilisi - Jirovobad railroad line was double-track. Electric
locomotives operated between Poti and %ilw fired locomotives

operated between Tbilisi and Kirovobad. 2 25X1

1[::::::;;bggggggk The branch line ouserved under construction undoubtedly isg 25X1
tue Alabashly - Bayan (40033'N/46°O9'E) - Dashkezan (?) - Basargeshar (40°10'L/45743"

~ararat (39034'N/44059'%) railroad line. Press rejorts indicated that the

north.rn section o. this line which probably extended as far as lashkezan has

been put in operation. The further course of tuis line along lake Sevan as

far as Ararat, which is on the Yerevan - Tabriz railroad line, is unclear.

1t was previously k .own that the Suviets intended to build a north-south

railroad connection to the Turkish frontier.
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Cousnent . the Poti~Tuilisa 25X1

railroad line is single-track snd operated electrically. it is

possible that the line hag been double tracked in the meantime; it

is doubted, however, if double tracking ~as completed by September

2947 | The Tbilisi - Baku line section is double 25X1
tracked, bul the section has been electrifiied like the Poti - bilisi

linz gection.
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